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mrades D'arcy & May were nominated for the Chair, Comrade D'Arey withdrew ani 
Comrade May was Craixman throughout Conference, Comrades Georcoe and Miller each 
acted as Vice Chairman for part of the time, 


Standing Omiers Cannittee reported that there were three Edinburgh delegates sitiine 
without credentials - they had been appointed by their Bramh, GQasgow & Redbridge 
roved that they be allowed to sit aml this was agreed, 

Comrades Baldwin & D'Arey agreed to act as Tellers, 


2(a) Merseyside "The Party's name be changed to 'The World Socia ist Party ef 
Great Britain'"™, LOST 6 = SL 


At this point there was some discussion as to whether the two Mamwhester members b 
allowed to sit, (No Fomn ©, had been received from Marchester Bramh for two yearr . 
they only had a 'free hand‘ at a Branch meeting of 4 members, and no credentials. 
Resolution: Glasgow & Mid,Herts: ‘Tat the two Manchester members be allowed to sit”. 

Tre Chaixrman did not accept this resolution, 


Resolution: Buick & "That the Ciairman accept a vote of direction from the 7i>0r” 
Tue Chairman did not accept this, 
"Next business’ was then proposed, seconded and a greed, 


2\b) Swansea; "That this Conference instructs the E,C, to take a Poll of the Part} 
on the following question - "That the Party's name should be changed %o 
'The World Socialist Farty'", 


owansea stated that this resolution comes up year after year ani they were comerred 
merely to get the matter finalised, Waters,Westminster;: <A Party Poll should only 
be called when there is some doubt as to the support it will get, There appears t* 
have been no great desire to ciange the Party's name, Party Polls should be reserved 
for controversial questions where there is doubt as to the opinion of the Party, 


LOST 13 ~ 27 
2(c) Haringey "This Conference reaffirms that nothing in the Party Rules should be 


so understood as to prevent any member or mambers from expressing 
eriticism of the Party”, 
Addend: Westminster: "That the words ‘within the Party’ be addod at the end of « 
above"™, 
" Swansea: "That the words ‘verbally or in writinz=' be added at the end of 
Haringey resolution”, 


Haringcy were concerned that there should be complete openness and free discussion * > 
obtain eorrect Party theory, D'Arcy (Carden): opposing, Criticism of tre Party 
should be kept within the Party ami not made to people outside, W, London, opposed, 
There is no necessity for this resolution, Thore is nothing in the Rules et the moment 
which prevent free discussion, Wood, Loyisham:cppesed; This resolution implies that 
there is mo criticism of the Party allowed, Where is — that Party membors 


cannot criticise the Party?  Critchfield, Ealing,opposed, I would ave preferred to 
have heard some sound reasons as to why 2% was thought necessary to put this on the _. 
Arenda, Thfs Party has the freest discussion possible, MedSonagh,Bi i ‘ 


criticism should be free both inside and outside the Party, Salton, C 
The evidence is that the E,C, took stops to try and prevent Brighton 
the Party, The fact is that the E,C, citod a Party Rule to try and prevent mes 
criticism of the Party being published, Brighton Line has been attacked be aus 
publishes criticism of the Party, We mecd some medium of communication tween ; 
curselves, Waters, We talk about democracy and the right of merbers to oes cise ; 
but we balona te an to a political Party ani we should expect a certain amount of Giscipli: 
from manbers, As I understani it, Brighton Group is sot a recocyised Bramh of th 
Party, The Party should have control over its members and not allow a situati or re | 
non-members can criticise the Party as though that criticism was coming a ag rt: 
Mic, Horts, supported ~ not because we think there is no freedom of speech i = P 
because if you vote against this you will only be saying that the ae 22 

on as it always has, We spend much time criticising one another but wi 

of the Party, This resolution is a device for people to obtain a Liceme | 
they like, 


Qe 


Holford, Bri guton, If you look at your Agenda you will fim other resolutians FS yf 
ooneerned “with different interpretations of the Rules, This resolution is a <2 > 
cuarantee that nothing in Party rules should stop us from criticising the organgs £9, @ 2 
aa Baldwin,E,C, I have a shrewder view of Haringey's intention, Look & e ee” @ 

their amendment to Rule 16 ami see how much they are really eoncerned with free Y cs 
pcg pe democracy, These resadlutions are an affront to Party democracy, ; SP § 
Barltrop, Opposed; There are facilities already in existence for free discussion, If "Ka 


this is passed same liesnce wiil have been given beyom what is at present allowed, 
should affirm the present situation, D'tArey,Camien; The present position is that 


mombers are free to criticise the Party and oppose it within the Party, except tha’ .> 


they disagree with the D, of P, they should resign, This resolution has nothing to G5 
with seriticism wi 


within the Party - it means somehhing else, The present position is 

that a member criticised the Party in an outside jourml, It was stated there that 

members of the Party are members of Women's Lib, This was the reason that the H.C. 

took the view that this statement was derogatory to the Party, This is an effort 09 

mee ony the Rule Book ~ it aims at allowing members to criticise tho Party outside 
eS Ye 


Westminstor gree le Tost 16 =— 20 
Swa nsea Lost 19 — 15 
Haringey Resolution Carried 23 - 14 


as sub,Resolution Oarried _ 20 - 19 


2(da), Raringey. "This Conference instructs the E,.C, to rescind the following 


résolution which was carried by the 69th E.C, (7-1) at their 42nd Mtg, on | 
14th lov.1972:- “That in view of the fact that the ‘Brighton Line’ is not | 
published under Party eontrol in line with Rule 17, the B,C. would draw to 


the attention of members that articles critical me the Party should not be 
submitted to it™, 


Buick, Haringey; The E,.C,. has no authority umfier Rile 17 to make a decision of 
this kind, The only reference within the Rules to members writing articles is Rule 
which prevents members writing in epposing political party journals, Nobody is 
denying that the E.C, does not eontrol Brighton Line but does it come within the 
category of Party literature as mentioned in Rule 17? What are the implications of 
the E »C's desision? It would mean that members could only submit articles, critical 
of the Party or ctherwiss, after vetting by the E,C, How do you distinguish between 
&circular put out by a Branch and a magazine put out by a group of’members? The 
The resolution is umlemocratic ami illogical, A,D'Arcy, Westminster; The E,C'ts 
resolution is a wise one - you might have articles in Brighton Line which are 
libellous and the Party oould be held responsible. Waters: Buick has!referré6éa to 
mule 17 which elearly says the =,C, shall publish ani eontrol Party literature, am 
then goes on to say that Brighton Line cannot cane within this category because it 
does not relate to a Party publication, If we turn to Rule 5 it pee? kK nemb € 
not belong to any political organisation or Party except in oppositic 
eamot have it both ways, Whilst Brighton Group claims to be a grou 
has not been formed as a recognised Branch of the peep? <i 2 a 
who could contribute to Brighton Line critical of the £ y in a 
recognised Branch could not do, If Brighton Line is not contro! 
not controlled by the Party and mything written in it ma1¢ 
outside the Party as being the recognised policy of the Pa 
alio wed. 2: 
Birmincham asked whether Brighton Line is publi 
Answer, yes, Mattingley,Mid,Herts, It is not suff he 
by Party members, It should be within the control of , 
Party members or not is entirely irrelevant, Is 
inter=Party fournal? Ihad the impression it was 
Baldwin; Brighton Line is a free lance journal respons. 
are perfectly entitled to become members of the Brighton 
get to the position of having enough Party members - 
become subject to the normal Party rules which gover 
democratic procedure — but they always prefer to remai. 
of responsible conduct within the Party, A privat 
above Party control, as Brighton Group does, is 
pass this resolution you give the go-ahead bode de 
control of the Party, It could become a \ | 
There are ample facilities for> free dis 
Delegate Meetings and Conferen vhere ¢ yorpa 
that before Brighton Line there Vite no faci 
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Holford, Brighton Group, There are geographical reasons why Bri ehton Group canntt 
ee a Branch, If we attempted to become a Branch and then it went out of exist ance 
there would be a dearth of activity in Brighton, Brighton line is produced by Party 
members, Sometimes we use artieles which have been rejected by the 3,S,P,0, as not 
being up to staniard, ami we think this is helpful to Party members, There is a 
lack of commnication between H,O, and Central Branch members which Brighton Line 
helps to fill, We are an active group, All we have done is to allow the ideas of 
various comrades to be expressed, There are things we think Party members should 
know about, Brighton Line is not charged for ani it is not distributed outside the 
Party, although I camot say that a few copies may not get into the hands of a few 
people outside, P,Lawrence, BO, Rule 17, in so far a8 it refers to Party 
literature, has always been taken to apply to propaganda - "5,5", pamphlets, Leaflets 
etc, which have to come before the E,C, for vetting, Brighton Line is not a 
propaganda journal ami I think it would be undesirable and impractiical for the £,C, 
to vet the contents of Brighton Line and difficult to get terms of reference, Brignto. 
Line has not published anything seriously critical of the Party, Westminster were 
against, 

In renly to a question it was stated that Brichton line goes to our Companion 
Parties but it is never sold, Buick, winding up, reiterated that the E,0, has mo 
power under Rrle 17 to do what they are trying to do, This is purely a discussion 
jourmel mainly for members of the Party ani it is unnecessary that it should be under 
the control of tthe E,0, or the Party, 


Resolution LOST 15 = 25__ 


Item for Discussion 


_l(a) lestminster, | "Does the Party provide sufficient scope and chamels for 
the dissemination and exchange of ideas between mémbers"? 


D'Arcy, \lestminster suggested there could be letters in the "S,S" for members to 
exchange thar views, ora newspaper between manbers, some kind of communication be = 
t7sen members where ides for propagandists could be placed in a central pool. ox, 
Vestminster, The Party needs to be more integrated as a whole, We are not 
sufficiently connected from ons year to another, We do not have enough information 
rp what Branches are doing, Delegates should mention this in their Branches, 

‘ay, a8 0.0,  Thore is not only a lack of commnication fram Conference to Gonference, 
there is a lack of commnication all the time, To fact that Branches zre gathered 
here today does not mean they exchange ideas about propaganda etc, I have made a 
suggestion in my report that at every Conference or Del Moeting a delegate from a 
Branch should make a Branch report every year, The Form "CO" gives us certain facts 
and figures, not particularly inspiring, We still.do not know what Branches are 
doing, Ifa delegate had to give a resume of his Bra-ch's activity over the past 
6 months this would start the ball rolling of an exchange of ideas, Camden s 
this suggestion, Let us have a short statement from each Branch to be inco o 
the E,C's Report to Conference, The E,C, should initiate this by cireularising ~ 
Branches at the appropriate time, . oa rol foe 
"100r Ros, Garden & "That this Conference recommenis Branches to prov: a im, ort : 
“Redbridge: statement of their activities during the year for rey a | 

E,0, at the ed of the year for imorporation in the E,0, R eis a “ee 
Conference and that the E,0, be asked to remimi Branches of 


appropriate time”, Carried 25 - 5 | 


ikem for Discussion 1(b), Redbrid "Review of Gartral Branch organi satior 


4. 


(9), ¥ iminst ery "The present inadequate arrangements available to a this 

1S) 505 “the ne mbership in Central Branch to effectively pax vake in the Part r 
democratic decision making procedures relating to Conference ani Dale 
Meetings, Westminster Branch propose the following © (see Final Ageonia, 
it Wh 


((b) and (c) were discussed together by delegates), 


Marshall, Redbridge, We have no criticism of the 0,B,Secretary - he is limited 
by his Terms of Reference in what he ean do for C,B, members, We think it would be 
a good idea if some kim of organisation could be sot up whereby members of 0,B, whe 
are living fairly near to each other could get together to sell literature or 


discuss ideas ami perhaps have occasional get-togethers, K,Knight, Mid,Merts, It 
seems to me that the Serutiny of Forms A, Ottee, is already a form of 0,5, adminir 
tration, But it would be better to organise areas of Branch membership on the basis 
of having a Committee at H.0O, concerned with Party administration, It might be 
possible with the help of the Vetting Cormittese to divide the country into perhaps 
three areas, am possibly organise quarterly meetings of C,B, members, Skeltons®, 3, 
When I left London I asked H.0, for the names of people in my area, Party manbers 
and sympathisers, ani I received a list of them, A similar list could be compile’ 
for every C.B,. member, Holfom,0,B, supported Westminster but thought their iden: 
did not @ far enough, 
Lawrence, 0,5B,Sec, was opposed to Westminster's suggestions ami drew attention to 
the fact that only 25 C,B, members had voted on the Agenda, He ansidered tho amu” 


of work that would be involved in adopting Westminster's suggestions would make tho 
scheme totally fmpracticable, 


Item for Discussion Comrade Skelton (C.B,) sponsored by Btnam Beh, who do not 


necessarily agrec, 

(a) I, The E,Cts control of members' activity and the Party's resultant inertia 
am inability to grow, together wth the relationship botween Party structuro, 
the leadership role of the E,C, and the need for all Party members to be 
effective and energetic spokesmen ami spokeswomen, 


Cemrade Skelton stated that the E,C, can pass a resolution with regard to a particular 


issue with which members do mt agree, We Phoulé.try ani prevent the E,C, frou 

dev ealoping into, if it has not already become, a leadership Committee, you 
have a body responsible for discipline and at the same time a role in defining the 
Party's policy on particular issues, This is, in my &pinion, leadership, Ths E,°, 
both defines policy and administers discipline, According to the Rule Book the Ev, 
should publish and control Party literature and generally supervise the vork of me 
Party. But they look down at us fran a high level, We phon Ss por: sal ron ad 
committee supervising us, We are all socialists, ‘food, L : 
difficult to understand what Comrade Skelton is getting a hate ps 

that E,C. control results in inertia? It seems to e tha fo; 
disagree with vhat the E,0, does they imnodi ately | couse it 

not being led - if you have a leader it implies you wan 
makes a decision with which a minority of members 
that point of view and argue it out, 
Marshall, Redbridge, The policy of the S GE e 
E.C, carries out that policy on our behalf, To 

is totally wrong - this is not Leskeraite a ; Can 
himself); A situation has arisen in the Faxty'® 
which it considers to be the policy of the E rt Foul 
movénemt is working with history, The E,C, make 
of the Party, There is a difference 

centralised democracy claims to be, I armort C 
My Branch did not discuss this item - my views & 
any form of leadership in the Party, ‘then 
usually someone aroumi who tries to put it : 
direction but this is not leadership, All I 
that there are some actions of the BO, ite 
Holford, ¢,B, I do not accept 00. 
suggest that vhen certain members come u 
EC, could give members an ‘address’ 


Se 


B,C. Every disciplinary rule is subject to Conference confirmation, Any 
ree by roe “RRC, has to be ratified by Cornference and goes to a Party Poll, "Re 

ho EC's role, the rules and machinery are first laid down by the Party which 

efines how the B,G, operates, You mst have some central organisation between 
@onforonces, I think it le qa nasty reflection on all of us to talk about the leader 
ship role of the F,C, - the inference is that we are all ignorant sheep, Members of 
the ™,C, are elected by the Party and there is m separation between E,0, me mbers 
and non-B,C, cambers, and as a matter of fact, they are just as aetive as any other 
members, 9 2x, Wostminstor Some members take the view that the Party gets the E,C, 


it deserves, 


ta) 


On the whole, you get the kind of E,0, wich is villine to cary out the 
plans and wishes of the membership, It does not have eentralised authority divoreed 
fron the Party, The administration of discipline is in the hands of the manbors, mt 
of the EC, Nor can it define policy, Whilst nobody will agree with arerything tho 
E.C, does, nobody has yet convinsed the Party at large that whero and when the £,C, 

is required to define an actsting ruling, that it has done so in a way contrary to the 
wishes of the majority. Then it is up to Conference, 


Comrade A, George, as Vice~Prosident, informed delegates that he had great pleasure in 
introducing Comrade Rena Or.er, official delegate of the WSP of U.S. who was on her 
third visit to the S,P,G,B, Comrade Georso said "The last time three of us met hor was 
on Poston Cormon last year at which she spoke, She is well known to many comrades 
here, 
Comrade Orner said she brought greetings am best wishes for a successful Conference 
ani went on to say that workers in America are s‘ill bogged down in the mire of a 
credit squeeze, decrepit slums, school bussing ami racism, Priess for food,clothing 
and shelter have sored out of reach of the mss of the wrkers, In the world's largs 
cattle grazing country the eating of horse flesh is spreading, People are in motion 
organised not for the abolisham of capitalism but in futile attempts to bring down 
prices, Wages are ffozen with inereases limited to about 5% The U.S.A, stretehes 
3,500 miles from eoast to coast, Texas is large enough to enmsompass three Englanis, 
All of the 50 States but 2 are larger than Inglani, and our membership is scattered 
over this vast area, Detroit, San Franciscv, Tusean, Utiea, Columbus etc, increasing 
the difficulty of building a Party, Members have to travel vast distances during the 
course of a year in order to attend meetings, But our weekly radio program is 
productive and we are determined to carry on, 


Comrade May, Chaiman, stated that on behalf of all of us we would like her to take 
back our greetings and best wishes for their Conference later in the year, 


Itam for Discussion, (Birmingham .on behalf of Cdo,Skelton), 
(a) II, ‘Whether the role of the E,C, should be to encourage, support aml, where 
nowessary, co-ordinate tne work of the Party, am whether Riles 17 and 33 do 


not need to be revised”, 


Comrade Skelton expressed her satisfaction with the way her previous item had been 
dealt with by delegates, ani agreed that the Party membership has the final word in 
deciding whether a member should be expelled or not via a Party Poll, This is 
democratic, But the initiative lies with the B,C, Hvle 3% is very vague — ",,. acting 
‘n a manner deemed by the E,C, to be an infringement of the Principles or Rules,...” 
This is so vague that it has not been used in ten years, Should not charges really 

be a by the Party, not by the E,C, at all? The E,C, should not at the sane tin 
be rerponsible for telling us what the Party's position on particular issues is ani 

at the same time have the power to initiate disciplinary action, Would it not be 
better for the E,C, to have no comection with the disciplinary aspect ? I would Aloe 
to have this Rule removed and for delegates to eonsider relieving the E,0C, of its : 


disciplinary function, 
Marshall,Rodbridgp; Comrade Skelton seems to fail to appreciate that tho E,0, is 
part of the S,P,G,B, the elected representatives of our organisation, ani they have to. 


carry out the rules ami regulations decided by us at Conference, Varni, Glascow: 


In my expericace, when a cerber was expelled, a Branch had brought the charge after 
convening a Special Meeting, To safeguard a member being thrown out by ‘persons .eaay 


& charge has to be ratifiel by the B,C, 


6. 


Now Panphlets Cormittee's Report, Comrade Vanni enquired as to the posi¢ on 
Trish pamphlet, Hardy (for the Committee); We have received back the revig . 
of the pamphlet(following an E,C, resolution } and we are dealing with this m dp 
It would appear thet the approach of Conference has stirred some people into activ y 
We have now received the text of "The Materialist Conception of History” am have Beer 
promised the text of a pamphlet on housing, Re 'The Case for Socialism’, 400 eopte 
have come to light at H,O, ami Branches can mow order copics, 

Gle Ballard reeretted the fact that the E,C, did not go ahead with a pamphlet on 
free transport which he considered wes one of the live issues in local politics, . 
P,lawrence enquired enquired of delegates what they considered were the omissions in 


our present stock of literature in general, Buick; I put a pamphlet on religion at 
the bottom o f the list, Simkins; We should have a pamphlet on the agricultural 

Surpluses in Europe, Skelton: The "S.S" can deal with some of these, but we could 
have a pamphlet on the State - how we. would use it. 


RESOLUTIONS 
S{a), Ealing: "That the E.G. be instmcted to appoint a sub-committee to investi- 
gate the organisation, content and sale of the SS and any other 
relevant matters, and to report by the end of 1975", 


Anc.d,B trmingham: “That the words tami any other relevant matters be deleted from 
Ealing Branch's Resolution above", 


Miller; @ver the last few yeats there have been something iike 6 or 7 resolutions 
relating to the SS, e.g, a fortnightly jourml?. A newspaper type of presentation? — 
It would seem there mst be something wrong with the SS to account for the low sales, 
I favour having a Committee to look at the SS, receive suggestions ami orrespondence 
from the individuals who criticise it, for consideration of Gonference next year. 
Critchfield, Baling: The last time the Party had a committee of this kini was in If" 3, 
a2 fair timo ago, As a result of their report you have the present "S.5", It is now 
the time to have another look at it, We would like the committee to have a’ wide + 
range of terms of reference to get a general co-ordinated view, Barltrop, S,S,P,¢; 
Re the sales of the SS, as far as I know, the sales over the last 16 or 17 years have 
beea around their present level, They have not gone down very mich since 1957.5 ~~ 
However good the SS is, sales eventually depend on factors other than the quality of ~ 
the articles in it, Members need to try and sell it, In the earlier years of the 
Party sales of the SS were a by-product of outdoor meetings = this is the a@ifT. : 
you kave now to get over, Comrade Miller says the eonmittee should find out ¥ 
kim of SS the membership wants, In 1958 we invited embers to giv Pe 
the large mmber of letters which we received showed that. t ere w 
suggestions - one, that it should be a serious theoretical. jo rr 
minded only and the other, that we should seek por ty by von 
pin-up girle etc, I think the Party is etill divided 
be reconciled, Re the qality of articles, remember 7 
mombers sem us — we only edit them, The bulk of the 
by members, ‘Why do we not write about ecology etc. 
write these articles, vee Serine 2 sna 
Re paper ami price, the losses on the SS 
to consider ways and mears of trying to reduce the . 
cheaper (but quite good) paper which would s ave us ab 
welcome contimous ideas from members as to the kind 
in the SS, and what they think of the SS at present, 
time the current views OF meptrorts, Pat wae tis. 
est way. 


bet 


&, is 


people able to do the work, this is the 
This would be better than having a Comittee, M 
address Branches on what they would like the 85 
goes on in the production of the SS and what is 


eo ay 
2 


7. 


e Cisinran here read the E,0's resolution shown in E,C, Renort of 10th May:— 


"That the price of the SS be raised to 6p a copy am that cheaper paper be 
used, subject to confirmation by the 1973 Anmal Conference", 


Oox; E,C, The Party has to subsidise the loss on the SS which amounts to £101 a 
month, £1,200 a year, £235 is lost on SS sent to Branches, £15 lost on free copies to 
libraries, £20 lost on copies sent to WSP,US, £18 lost on stocks in hami, and £85 

lost unaccounted for (perhaps still in the hanis of Brarches), 

Camden supported the increase in price to 6p, Mid,Herts, opposed because of possible 
loss insales, Barltrop, The printer charges £5 a month to deliver the SS to us, 
If a member could unfertake to collect the SS this would save £50 a year, On some 
pages of the SS we have three odlumns instead of two, which makes fr variety - but 

it costs us £ll an issue, I suggest there should be closer control and consideration 
given to the mmber of copies ordered each month, I feel we pay for many copies 

which are not sold, The E,C, set up a sub-Cormittee to go into printing costs of 
various printing firms, We had estimates for photo litho offset, but the cost was 
the same as letter press printing, Comparing NMarods over a period with other 
printing firms we foum there was hardly any difference, Would it be cheaper to 
print outside London? This was true in two eases, but you must balance against this 
the Joss in convenience, Before Mnas the printer told us that because of holidays 
and general pressure of work they could not produce the Jamary issue till the Sri, 
[was able to attend at the printers and succeeded in getting it out earlier, This 
could not be done if the printing was done outside Ionion, 


Floor Res, "That the price of the SS be raised to 6p amd cheaper paper be 
Buick & McKone used - both as soon as possible”, 


eatin 


Vanni, opposed - we have not had sufficient time to sonsider this matter in our 
Branches, K, Knight: I disagree with some of Cde,Barltrop's figures, We have not 
yet sufficient information and we should look at ether printers or go into the matter 
of printing ourselves, 

Resolution Carried 16 - 12 


(bd), Westminster "That the selling price of the Western Socialist remain at 5," 
dime nd, 
There was Little discussion on this, Cde,Weidberg, Westminster said that the W,S, is 
hard to sell and we have a lot on ham, It should be sold at Sp, It is a good paper 
aml worth subsidising, 
Carried 22 = 10 
as sub,Res, ¥ ___ unanimously 


Arising out of the Overseas Contacts Report (Haringey Bch), Camden asked for mors 
information regarding the ‘ultra left groups’ mentioned inthis report, Buick; 
They are mainly groups which are in favour of a wage-less, Stateless society but : 
advocate strike action, Thore is m such thing as a socialist group in Augsburg, 


Central Organiser's Report, (Ode Skelton, I went to some trouble to get newsagents 
in 7 oo to take the SS but I find that the E,C, has decided against this, 

May, C,0, Tae E,C, is not against selling the SS through newsagents if it were 
cern f Several newsagents have been tried - one, after receiving two issues free 
of cost, said do not seni us any more: even if we sold them all it would not be 
worth the space they occupied, Others only sold a few, I% “as on these grounds that 
we ceased trying to sell the SS on a wholesale basis, wholesalers wont touch it with 
a bargepole, They want a journal selling at 3/- or 4/-, The sales of the 8.5, 
rests with members, In the GLO Elections in 3 weeks Westminster Branch sold between 
$00 and 400 sonpies of the April SS, If we cando this, why cannot other Branches? 
Glasgow sell more SS per month than the whole of the Lenfon Branches put together, 
On another aspect, Ealing Branch ran a meeting with a film show, costing a lot of 
money -— but it was not advertised in the "S.S"§ This is crazy, There is a time 
limit for insertion of adverts, in the SS, They must be in by the 12th of the month 
preceding the issue am you mst work to this, 


SATURDAY; It was agreed that Comrades Benjamin and Medwell from enced i 
be allowed to sit as delegates, 


AMS NDMENTS TO POLE 


Rule 1, Birmingham, “Insert the words ‘which shall cost said members 109 ner 
annum’ between the words tcard' and ‘showing’ on line 13" 


LOST 7 ~ 31 
Rule 2, Camden, "Tr.it the words 'Kach manber shall pay 5p (1/+) per week! 
on line 1, bo deleted andi teplaced by ‘Each member shall pay 
25p per calendar month',.,.” CARRIED 25 - 13 


Rule 2, Glasgow, "Delete after tfundst on line 2 the words 'the only receipt 


recognised being the official due stamp'", 

LOST 19 ~ 19 
Rule 8. . Camden, "Delete the Rule and replace with 'Each Branch shall report 
its mmerical strength and financial condition twice a year to 
the Executive Committee, nanely for the half year emling 30th 
June and the half year ending 31st December, such report to be 
audited and sent to H,O, within two calendar months after the 
expiration of the half year, If a Branch fails to send in its 
report within the time spevified the E,C, shall ask the Pranch 
for an explanation am report the matter to the next following 
Delegate Meeting or Amnual Conference or Special Co~ferenes and 
the delegates from the Branch eoncerned be allowed to sit only 
with the permission of the Delegate Meeting or Conference, 


QARRTED 24 -— 14 
"That the words '4p (9d) per week" on line 2 be deleted and 
replaced by *'20p per calendar month'", 
CARRIED 24 ~ 15 


Ghasgow and Westminster Addendum became redundant, 


Rule 9, Camden, 


Rule a» 


At this juncture Comrades Caulfield and Best made a formal request to sit as 
delegates fow Manchester Branch, This caused considerable discussion, In answer to 
Questions, the Manchester members stated that they had been given a free ham at a 
meeting of only 4 members, with no quorum, Lawrence, Camden, Whichever way you look 
at it they camot represent Manchester Branch, They had m specific instructions 
from their Branch on the Agenia from a properly constituted meeting, They can express 
views but I suggest they eannot function as delegates, Manchester Brarmh has not sen: 
in a Ferm "C" for 1972 or for 1973, Cox, S,0,Cttee; It says inthe new he - 
(just carried above) that™[f a Branch fails to send in its eRe to H,O, wit: t) 
time specified the E,C, shall ask the Branch for wins xplanatic pees 
Marmhester Branch has not T=porh ot, to the B,C, and th BO, has not 
consider the situation, 5 to toove® alee ; 


D4 
Chairmans My ruling is that the ‘Mschostor me 


t 
Caulfield, Marmhesters It would apr a ae 
matter — the C:aizrman is over-stepping t 
members are here, they can make Re Lote 
old rule am the amended rule just c 2h 


Flooz Res, Redbridge & Birmingham: a The 5 he 


Cheizmman, I rule they camot ‘sit 

Manchester Branch, Troy have mere 

only give a personal view, — 
Resolution; Westminster | 2 5 
Rosolution; Haringey & 1 


tam , ae 
Chairman then reads from Conference Sta: 


shall be binding unless challenged 
Chairman leave the Chair’ or "That 


9, 


yam, Glasgow: "I move that the Chairman accept a vote of direction on the 
question that Conference decides whether or nof the Manchester 
delegates can sit”, 


Tre Cralmman did not accept this resolution as Cowference had just decided against 


a wees of direction' by trying to move him out of the Giair, and maintained that 
his ruling still stood, 


ators, Westminster, The Conference is now in the hanis of the chairman, " 
should take the bull by the horns and get on with the business, 


Rule 10, Lewisham, “Delete Rule 10 and substitute ‘Branches or members shall 
neither publish, sell mr distribute any literature which has not 
been approved by the E,0, excepting handbills advertising meetings”. 


LOST. 5 - 32 
Rule 10, Swansea, “Add at the end of Rule 10 ‘am leaflets ene — 
poliey™, Lost 15— 


Role 13, Carmien, "Tat the first sentence of Rule 13 be amended to read "The 
Executive Committee shall meet fortnightly but with power to muvene 
Special Meetings'", 


Lawrence, Camden, These regular weekly meetings put a great difficulty in the way 
of finding General Secretaries ami E,C, members to take on this work, It makes a 
great call on members' time, most of them having to earn their own living during ths 
day, Baldwin,E,©, An experiment with fortnightly meetings was made last summer 
but it did not work, Spedial mectings were called for to deal with the baeklog of 
work, If Branches want adequate attention, to reduce E,0, meetings from 52 to 26 
just wont do, K,Knight,  # Baldwin doesn't give a true picture of what happened 
last year, We only had an acting Secretary and some of the backlog was for this 
reason, The EC, gets 9/LOths of the things it should not be dealing with, A lot 
of the routine stuff should be in the hands of Party Officers ani sub-Cormmittees, 
The E,C, should be dealing with things like propagania, Fortnightly meetings would 
free members from sitting at H,O, every week and allow them to participate in 
Committee work, Cox, Wet takes up the time of the E,C, is correspondence from 
Branches re Party policy, We should leave it at weekly meetings, If we have nothing 
to do we can always miss a meeting, 
Dtarcy, EC, There were two items last year each of which took the E.G, t4i12 9,30 
to deal with, am this sort of thing takes place every Tuosday, Haringey Brarmh make 
unreasonable demands on the E,C, The time of the B,C, is nt taken up with Brazch 
correspondence, What you have on the E,0, is a talking-shop ~ it has became a Club, 
Also a lot of time has been spent on Swansea, Manchester ani Haringey by putting 

ints of view in opposition to the Part We have had a ee 
pans about Pelli ean ci am with Suscase tikes. and rick wae ity oe ae od 
go in the "S,S", A lot of the work of the E,C, arises from the fact that there | 
different points of view in the Party , and these things are not in the mature of 
nomal E,0, business, ‘he 2,0, should try fortnightly meetings ant make ap ae 7 
to raise the level of E,C, discussion, Young, E,C, in favour of weekly m 
but thought there should be a time limit on members’ eontributions to discuss 
Vay, Act,Gen,Sec, At the moment we have had no nominations for @coneral & 
the closing date is 8th May, If the E,C, got down to things properly fox 
moetings would give us a wider shoiee of members who might be willing to vi 
members attemi their Branches, and the people who can atteni 52 meetings a year : 
limited, The E,C, dould be more busisesslike, starting at 7.30 instead of # 
Members who have done a day's work are not at their best at ll o *celock atr 


10. 


Bile 16, Haringey, “Insort in line 2 after the word tot, the words ‘or | 
ons Chairman 
Rule 16, Haringey, "Dslete the words 'to speak thereat’ on line 5 ami substitute 


the words ‘of reply and may with permission contribute to the 
discussion", 


Role 16, Wostminster, "Delete Rule 16 entirely ani re-mmber subsequent rules”, 
These three amendments were discussed together, 


Waterm, If an E,C, member is a delegate his vote is decided by his Branch, Thare 
seems ‘to be some fear that the E.C, somehow wants to take over the Party as the 
leadership elite, This is ridiculous, An E, C, member may be able to put a point of 
view on a particular subject better than anyone else, The E,C, members should have 
the same right as other members to put forward his Branch's point of view, 

Lawreme, Camden, E,C,. members have always been able to make their point of view heard 
at Corferences, All matters for discussion are not instructed, The present procedure 
has worked satisfactorily, (Gox,Westminster, All delegates, whether E,C, members 
or not, represent their Branch's views, They should not be considered second-class 
members, There is an inequality here between one member ani another; I would like 

to be able to represent my Branch, Baldwin, What Conference is roviewing and to 
some extent criticising is the work of the E,0, over the year, If E,C, members were 
delegates Conference might bo loth to criticise tho E,C, F . 


Westminstor’s Amem, LOST 6 — 32 
both Haringey's Anendments LOST 6 — 22 


Rule 17, wansea, "Insert on line 2 after the words ‘Party literature’, the words 
"that is, any journal, pamphlet or leaflet in the name of the 

Party nationally....* And delete on line 5 after the words «| 

Socialist Parties abroad...' the words ‘and otherwise le aes ed 


supervise the work of the Party....'". | 
LOST 14 - eh. A eo 
Rule 19, Lewishan, "Add after the words 'Party Officers’ on line 2 Fare meter tN 
such @fficers shall be subject to the eontrol” of th = ] 
specify their Terms of eniine = ‘anineensini ee 
Inle 19, Haringey, “Delete all from the word © aeons ae 
'Party @fficers* on ie Shae siv ve 


Resolution; Camien. - “Ihat any eet 
of dues, carried at his 
January, 1974",. 


7 ih ts t 5) 


PRIVATE ADVERTISING, Full details o 

by the E.G, are given in the Final . 

It was agreed that the report be ad 
"ye e ° 


. 


iu. 


, _ vas a good deal of discussion on these recommemlations and it a that 
o pv ) 
% Poy four Branches had fully considered the matter, The main co ppeared 


noeern of delegates 
_oned to be to make it clear that while we do not wish to prevent anybody vulvine 
‘,a private advert, it should not be done in the name of the Party, An aneniment 


‘c vas moved by Haringey to delete from 'this' on line 4 to 'S,P,G,Bt on line 7, 
which was LOST 11-14 


j ‘sringey's addendum to (a): “Add at the em of (d) ‘ani to dnate am mony he/she 
may have to spend on furthering the cause of socialism to the Party's Gerpral Puni” 
2 


kesolution Mid, Herts,& Westminster - "Delete all after ‘arrangement’ in (b) 
inoluding items (c) and (4)", was CARRIED 15 - 
which automatically precludes Haringey'’s resolution (above) which was carried 13-12). 
ine tins Rosoistion te go turwarc was? = 
"Since 19¥%1 Conference no private advertisements by individual manbers 
using the name of the Party have been permitted by the EC, and ao far as 
we know, no such advertisements have appeared, This Corference recame mis 


ed as A permanent arrangement, 
that this be continu pe F s . 


(There was a resolution by Camden Branch: "But that this shall not prevent an 
trniividual member from inserting ana dvert, at his own cost provided that he 


first obtain the aithority of the B,C, to do so" > lost 9 - 18), 
ITEM fir DISCUSSION Party Activity 


2 (db), S,W,lomion, "The GLO Elections April 1973 (which the Party will have 
contested in 11 Constituencies n) 
x With the exception of two Constituencies we each gained about 100 votes, ant 
ogee a reasonable nae that if we had put up 111 eamidates we still would 
have obtained about 100 votes each, This was the first time the mm of the Party 
was explicitly spelled out on the Ballot Paper, ‘Technical Colleges aro the best 
places to speak at and personal canvassing is good, A definite vote of 100 s0c—3.%40 be 
the most support that the Party ean mly on at the moment, How are we going to break 
this barrier? We should go to the market plaees ani talk to people as cther 
candidates do, MeGuinness, Members should write in to the radio progremmes more - 
“Any Questions", "Any Answers”, Haringey, The Party shou.d have put up at least 
20 vandidates to gain london wide publicity, We distributed 15,000 leaflets — 5,000 
of the Party manifesto ami 10,000 of our own leaflet, We tried t get sancthing Im 
the local paper every week, but only succeeded in doing this with the Hampstead and 
Highgate Express, We sald 7 doz, SS outside Tube Stations, 
The Party's name appeared on all the official Election mtices as well as on the 
Ballot Paper (as at the last Election), so that if you gst mthing else you-get 
publicity if you have a candidate, We got coverage in the Lomion daily papers for 
Hornsey and Hampstead, In the London edition of the daily papers the results were 
given in full with the Party shown separately ~ in two cases we were called 
‘Indepenients', We also got a mention in various interviews on Radio Lomion, Local 
slections are the best for publicity, If we had put up 92 candidates we could have 
Claimed more time from the Broadcasting authorities, | 
Vay, Westminster, There was a good response from members, In Westminster ani Camien 
areas there were some 30 members ami two nonmembers’ taking part - 22 from Westminster 
Branch, I do mt agree that street corner meetings are finished - in many places, yes, 
but it is good in Hampstead where we had ons of the best outdoor meetings we have 
over had in several years, Thefe are places available if you try to fini them, Ih 
Camlen we sold approx, 450 SS, 400 of these at railway stations, We had a work chart 
ami we flooded places like Hampstead, Belsize Park, showing good results, Op - z 
stood out clearly - we should have hai a Press Agent who is literally doing = 
else during the campaign, Two members appeared on BBC lonfion and for the first tf 
we had a letter from the head of the BRO himself, : i 
We thought we should have been given more time on the all-in? 
programmes, Sinail, The Communist Party were on one lasting two hours 
considered we did mt have enough candidates, We should look at these | 
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13, 


There was considerable discussion on this Item, A de acute 
ints made is as follows:- : Sumary of sane of the 


~~ 


vsters, There has been a lot of discussion recently in relation t the Raa ay 


>lause which seems to have suggested an escape route for people who apparently want 
~. join other organisations which I would claim upon investigation ani analysis in 
relation to the class struggle, would prove to be political organisations in the 
sense that we understami it, We know that the Communist Party for years has used all 
scrte of 'frontt organisations with obnoxious titles, going through the whole gamit 
cf social aetivity, If we considered altering the D, of P, we should insert some- 
thing that specified political parties am orgaaisations which can be shown by 
enalysis to be in support of the capitalist system, I think it is a dangerous 
attitude to say that the ‘Shelter’ €roup etc, are not really political parties, We 
should deal with the hostility clause in the way in which it is trying to define 
Cpposition to organisations which are in fact supporting capitalism, mt trying to 
abolish it, Gotbis; Members may be involved as iniividuals in these pressure 
groups but we should remember that it has nothing to do with the Party, 

Drarcy; The difference between the Party's attitude to Trade Unions andi reforms 
generally seems to confuse a mimber of members, As far as the old members are 
concerned, the view we take is this - Trae Unions are specifically organised for the 
purpose of trying to get a larger share of the product and you are not committed 
politically at all, When you try to extemi this into the field of reforms, what 
happens? Here we find somthing different, There are about seven groups of Women's 
Lib, a whole vast empire of refoms ~ higher fanily allowances etc, Women's Lib, 
publishes a paper called ‘Women's Reform' which actually urges its members to write 59 
to their M.Ps, ami lobby them, (In other words, all reforms mst eventually lead to 
the Statute Book and find a way through a Political Party, The only way they can 
achieve their reforms is through govermental action - they are reformist 
organisations and the Party's attitude towards reforms is quite clear, 

Beick; Most Party members are active in outside organisations such as Tenants 
Association, Most of thhem are active in Trade Unions, Members do participate in 
outside organisutions of a voluntary defensive character, The difficulty eomes from 
failing to draw a distinction between what can be called defensive organisations 
eoncerned with getting a bit more but which are not out to obtain political power, 

We should make a distinction between a defensive organisation and a Trade Union, If 
the organisation approaches a reformist altitude then members should get out, 

t+; The EC, should look into these organisations ani members should say to the 

EC. "Can I join” ani the ¥,C, will then consider the matter, Barltrop, ‘There is 
nothing whatever in the Party’s rulings to prevent members going to the B,C, and 
asking, is it 0,K? In same such oases in the past the B.C, has said, yes, You 
should look at what the organisation exists for, It has been said that some 

erganisations can be useful as long as they oan be reconciled with shodallet 
primiples, but anything can be useful within the limits of your point of view, ard 
there are dangers in this, Women’s Lib, oan be useful but these people, am we 
conscious of thanselves as workers but only as women, You ee ug fox 
proposition, take it to the E,C, specifically, mt in general t 1 , 
it exists today is satisfactory, Political organisations are 
Party, Other organisations can only be judged on thar merits onto 
organisations, 

Baldwin; The organisations to which Comrade Sielton refers 
can salve some particular problem, These problems - Wages, 
Lib, etc, cannot be solved within capitaliem. Are we 4s members c 
class to have two identities, one as Party members and the ae A 
Tenants’ Associations, split personality? It suggests we can lve 
with which capitalism confronts us - high rents or low rents? | al. 
rents coinctdes with low wages, Comrade Skelton says they can bet 
show their political policies, then we should drop them, We a as 
of hami, You ean waste hours discussing: thich are useful and dere 
mt, Trade Union action is essentially imiustrial ani com 
struggle, To joina Parent Teachers Assn, as an iniividual (aa 
to Conference and saying the Party should support Teachers’ 
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(In reply to a question, the Chatman read an extract from an B 
which stated that a resolution to set up a committee to. 
Groups was lost), 


a 
14, 8 
i @ 4 


Bevereux, It is clear that Clause 7 means what it says, Many of us belong to 
organisations for our immediate interests but we do so knowing the full implications 
of our actions as Party menbers and taking full responsibility for them, Under no 
circumstanees should we do anything which would implicate the Party wrongly, If 
they compromise the Party politically we should get out, All these organisations 
which attempt to do something inside of capitalism are essentially reactionary. 
These people are only interested in their particular object, Hardy; The Party has 
an answer to all this, We look at. the working class as a whole — not the postal 
workers or the printing workers, We say, is this activity good for the wriing class 
as a whole, If so, 0,K, If not, the Party as a Party is not in favour of it. 
= of these sectional benefits are in the short term, but in the long run they are 
seless to the Working class, 
Ballard: The problem is, what exactly is politics? Is.it merely concerned with 
political power? What we want is the politics of everyday life which involves other 
aspects of it, As socialists we should be active in these fields —- education, 
hospitals, etc, putting the socialist case, We are a Party that puts forward a 
solution to working class problems such as education, housing, and between people 
eenerally, We have an interest in them, We should not have @ generalised approach 
but consider each movement as it comes along and judge it on its merits - does it 
serve the interest of the working elass? We should struggle against capitalist 
problems in all its forms, Women's Lib, is useful @ it creates a level of 
organisation amongst women, helps to break down barriers between members of the 
working class, We should recognise the value they do have am as socialists push 
it further and show their limitations as well, 


RESOLUTIONS 


4(a), Haringey: "That this Conference endorses the statanent on page 133 of the 
Septenber 1972 S.S, i.e, that the Party would have supported the one-day 
TUC general strike to secure the release of the five jailed dockers”, 


mend,S,W.Lonion “Delete all after ‘emlorses' on line 1 of the above Resolution 
and ‘replace with ‘the stateame mt by the 69th E.C, at their 46th Meeting» 

(12th December 1972), . > gaits 

io paldtem athe 


Amerd,Cantien: Virtually the sans as S.W.London'’Ss.« asjtjustenl®) © ae » 
age mob 
Devereux, Camden, €ur amentment contains the wort, ions’; 
argued, rightly or wrongly, that_the dockers' | 
5 jailed dockers was a political strike, am | 
fact is that we might have to stand up in an enc : 
We do not as a Party take the line that we bound 
vecause this is not what we are in bus ines "OX 1 
Buick, My Branch thcugit that this strike wou 4 have 
would have been in line with the interests of new . 
time, What was the alternative? To have pane ae a 
doing? The Goverment is involved in trying to 
The Industrial Relations Act is blatantly anti v 
draw a rigid distinction between wages ar 
are employers, This distinction between politica 
absorbed, It was essentially an industrial stril 
Hardy; What Haringey is proposing is a 
Party for many years past, We have su 
general strikes, meaning simultancous Ker 
strikes — but mt to bring all the workers 
getting at the employers in the place wh @3 
workers as possible ~ to bring pressure i a 
booming they do not want product soa ae ort e 
exployers do not esre whether you 4: pro 
and there is very little you can at +) 
the fact that those who control > mn 
they ean beat the workers any t me, 
a law banning all strikes, ~ any 
While you can put pressure on employe; 
the Govermernt's survival is : 
The'gemral strike 'over 


* 


_ - 
f :% 


LS, 


Ot roth ae am not * Seri ous Strike of any kimi. WW Goverment is g0ing to take 

ice of a one day strike, The dockers were not fighting the employers about wages 
acai nst other workers, dividing the working class, We are asked to believe that 
T.U.C, ¢ called a @sneral Strike but it was really a protest, The T.U.C. is mt a 
Union - it is the politieal organ of Trade Unions, and it camnot call anybody 

it ean only ask them te do it, The dockers were jailed for contempt of Court, 


de V 


not for striking, According to an Act of 1878 a worker could be jailed for striking 
wait this has now been repealed by the Industrial Relations Act, I challenge all the 
tements made by Haringey Branch, For years strikes were illegal, The Trades 
plea Act of 1927 made all political and sympathetic strikes illegal, But 
whatever the law, no law has ever prevented Unions from being formed, even when 
illegal, Employers need a body to negotiate with, The Party is opposed to the 
slosed shop which is useful to the big employers but no use to the members, Workers 
can now decide by a majority vote, The Party's attitude is, leave the Trade Unions 
to look after their own affairs, Trade Union members are not socialists - they are 
Tory, Labour or Communist, The only vay they can get Acts revised is to do a deal 
rith Pelitical Parties,  4%e8 out of the Trade Union business - it will lead you 
inevitably into the reformist field, 
Ballard: We should be encouraging workers to engage in rank and file activity against 
this Act, Let us remind ourselves that we pose socialism tn solve the workers’ 
roblems, This is part of the class struggle, We want to spread working class 
olidarity, Vanni, agreeing with @amden and S,W,Lonion in supporting the E,C's 
statement - Striking on sound lines means striking for wages, But there are other 
thinge sueh as conditions of work, holidays etc, How are the working class to struggle 
effectively if they simply sit back and allow without a fight the rights they have to 
be whittled away by Goverrmment action, In those countries where they do not have 
universal franchise or the right to form Trade Unions socialists would put forward 
demams for those rights, But with this difference - separately ami mt in 
ee with other organisations doing the same thing, If it is right to fight 
for wages why is it wrong to fight for rights that you do have and try to maintain 
them a “he issue is, should a Trade Union sit back and allow Goveriments to take away 
certain riemts, I do not agree that Trade Unions can get roumi any law, 
K, Knight, \.Herts, supports both amendments, Workers have been jailed before but 
th e Party hes taken no action, On this oecasion the dockers were jailed for Contempt 
of Court, We are being asked to declare that this ‘'raje Union Act is éifferent and 


unique, There are features in this Act which we do not like but there are others 

‘hich are an improvement, We should not be involved in what is a reform of the Trade 
Union movemeit, 

Teverous’. Comrades Vanni ani Rallard have referred to this as a specific issue but 
they talk ¢ about matters of principle, We say that this is not a specific issue but an 
issue ef principle - of the Party's attitude towards Trade Unions and strikes, The 
Party's case has always been simple, as stated in the E,C's statement, Do we want to 
stand by this or alter it? I ask Comrade Ballard tc say in what way his attitude to 
the strike which he wants us to endorse further the interests of the Party am in some 
way gives us some advantage in our propaganda in relation to the working class, 

I have foum that I am not able to put over the case for socialism any better inside 

a Trade Union ~ very often it is more difficult, We should separate ourselves fran 


the political activities in the Trade Unions as far as they are inconsistent, 


Buick; We do not say the Party should support a movement against the Industrial 
Relations Act or that it is vital, All we seek to do is to emiorse the statement in 
the SS, in September 1972, We are asked, what advantage can accrue to the Party from 
expressing support for this actien? We are a working e@ass Party and we seek to be 
the instrument the verkimg class canuse to establish socialism, Therefore we must 
stam by the interest of the wrking class, As long as capitalism lats the working 
class should put up a struggle to defend its staniard of living, This is how it is 
to our advantage, It conforms with the claim made in our D, of P, 


S..7,London Ame niment Lost 16 ~ 19 
Gumden od Lost 18 = 2 
Haringey Resolution lost 19 =~ B20 
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Haringey The Socialist Party & Economic Organisation 


" This Conference reaffirms the Party's policy on the necessity of worki ne~ 
elass economic as well as political organisation for the establishment of 
Socialism, as expressed inthe "S,S" in July 1915, November 1957 am May 


1966, namely: " (see Final Agena). 
Amem, 
Westminster; "Delete all after 'Socialism'’, on line 3 of the above Resolution", 
fmormi, "Delete ail after 'Conference' in line 1 of the above Resolution ani 


Camden; replace with ’emorses the statement passed by the 69th E,C, on 15th August 
1972, headed "Statement in the May 1972 S,S" which is as follows+- 
(see Final Agenda) 


(It = agreed that the discussion should be general rather than take the amendments 
fi rst 


Devereux; Imringey has referred to three articles in the "S,S", but if we read these 
articles in their entirety they are seen to be arguments against the economic 
organisation of the working class for the establishment of socialism, The effect of 
thesG articles is canpletely opposite to the meaning of the Haringey resolution, 
Waters,opposing the Haringey resolution; the argument used by Taringey gives the 
impression that in some way the present Trade Unions could become socialist in 
character but the fact is that Trade Uniogs are tied to Political Partioes and 
refomnist solutions, I cannot endorse compiet2ly what Hardy says about the closed 
shop beeause in certain circumstances it ean be a weapon in the hands of a particular 
Trade Union, I agree that our ability to put over the socialist case in Trade Unions 
is very limited, Therefore to take up the position of trying to get existing Trade 
Onions to become socialist is indulging in unreality. We should concentrate on 
soeialist propaganda among Trade Unicon members but not oppose them as a Political 
Party. We should keep out of Trade Unions where we have to wear two hats, 


Buick, HMari:e.7rr I agree that the closed shop is a bad thing from a Trade Union 
point of vic The Party says that when workers acquire socialist ideas in industry 


priority wiil be given to the political orgaznisation which is aiming at control of the 
State machine, At the same time workers will be organised in sconomic organisations 
which they will work out for themselves, before becoming fully merged ina full 
socialist society, We support Westminster's amendment am agree with Sections 1, and 
3 of Carfen’s statement, Ballard, Ealing; In our propaganda we do not sufficiently 
emphusise the economic changes that may be required, We tem to give the impression 
that tnere will only be a govermnent act, We should recognise that organisation on 
ar economic level is essential am should take place before socialist revolution, 

We are opposed to both Westminster and Camen amendments but we are also not happy 


about Haringey's resolutiom, Wood, Lewisham, opposing Haringey ami supporting — 
the amendments: Why do we have to re-affirm something? Is it because th 


doubt about it? When workers are socialist they will know that society m cit 
produce things end will know how to set about it, 
DtArcy,Camden; The establishment of socialism does mt Pp 
it dep ends on political organisation, and you do mt ride 
made a distinction between the role of the Socialist Pome: pai 
the economic organisation field, Until we have socialisan 
organisation within existing circumstances, that is the 
object behind Haringey's resolution is that we should - 
the Party's case involving the Tdade Unions init, E 
two different organisations, 

Camien Amendment 

Wes tn aba ane 

Haringey Resolr 


The E,C'ts Report to Conference was accepted on 4 ~iae 
The Item for Discussion "What is a Capitalist?”, def ™ 2¢ 
was not dealt with. It was agreed on a motion by 1 
with at the next Delegate Meeting, as first item, 


Comrade Highams wished to make a statement ipa 
premises, The Chairman did not accept this as he c 
Confereme but for the E,C, RESOLUTION Vallance , 


direction be made to the Chaimman to allow a 
Premises Committee”, 


